TOWN OF NORTH HAVEN
NOTICE OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Notice is hereby given of a Special Town Meeting of the Town of North H
to be held on Monday, April 29, 2024, at 7:00 P.M. in the auditoriumo
North Haven High School, 221 Elm Street, North Haven, Conneggfu

7:00 pm to consider and act upon the following:

1. To consider and act upon a resolution adopting the proggsed
Ordinance to Provide a Tax Abatement for Survivigg Spo of
Firefighters and Police Officers Who Died Whilegh tRg Peg#ormance
of Duties.

A copy of the proposed ordinance is on file andffavail or inspection in
the office of the Town Clerk.
Dated at North Haven, Connecticut, this@f April 2024.

E BOARD OF SELECTMEN

7S )zl

Michael J. Freda

WWW

S

Sally J. Buemi

RECEIVED AND FILED
TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE
NORTH HAVEN, CT

APR 09 2024

9-{447&‘_1( r’gﬂflﬂ’aé /f}? i
TOWN CLERK



RESOLVED: That that the Town Meeting hereby adopts an Ordinance to
Provide a Tax Abatement for Surviving Spouses of Firefighters and Police
Officers Who Died While in the Performance of Duties.

The Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper having a circ@o

the Town of North Haven and shall be effective fifteen (135) days
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Ordinance to Provide a Tax Abatement for Real Property Taxes for the Surviving Spouses
of Police Officers and Firefighters Who Died While in the Performance of Duties

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §12-81x, the Town of North Haven, through its Town
Meeting, hereby adopts this Ordinance for the abatement of residential real estate taxes for
spouses of firefighters and police officers who die on duty while in performance of their duties.

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, e
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicgge
different meaning:

Fire duties means duties performed while at fires, while answering alarms
answering calls for mutual aid assistance, while returning from calls for mutu
while directly returning from fires, while at tests or trials of any appar,
used by the fire department, while going to or returning directly fr
instructing or being instructed in fire duties, and any other duty o
superior or commanding officer in the fire department.

sistance,

ent normally
or trials, while

¢ performed by a

Firefighter means any person who was a resident of the 1 gth Haven at the time of
his/her death and was a duly employed or volunteer 1 a municipal fire department for
the purpose of performing fire duties full-time or gart-tMg for any valid fire department located
within the geographical boundaries of the state of ut.

. Performance of duty death means the de: hile the firefighter or police officer is
performing an action solely related to perft of their regular work or as part of it. It does
not include deaths that could just ! likely oCcurred while not in the performance of such
duties. In the event that the Boardfof
conclude that the death was i
applicable Chief and Comgi

professional engaged byglh™ 0 reach a consensus conclusion. The First Selectman shall
0
yleredWn the performance of duties. A certified copy of an incident report

vidence required by the Town shall be provided by an applicant..

ent or agency serving the town in an official capacity, full-time or part-time,
ut not limited to School Resource Officers, for any valid police department located

Police duties means any action which an officer is obligated or authorized by law, rule,
regulation, or written condition of employment of service to perform during regularly scheduled
hours, or other hours that qualify for compensation from a local police department.

. Surviving spouse means the person who was a resident of the Town of North Haven and legally
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married to or in a legally recognized marriage with the police officer or firefighter at the time of
the policer officer's or firefighter's death..

(b) In accordance with C.G.S. § 12-81x, there is hereby established effective for the Grand List
of October 1, 2022, an abatement of one hundred percent (100%) of municipal real estate
residential property taxes due with respect to real property owned by the surviving spouse of a
firefighter or police officer who has died as a result of the performance of his/her duties as
police officer or firefighter. The abatement only applies to Town residential real estate (3
to the Town of North Haven and does not apply to any district or other political subdj
that may be due.

of the October 1st grand list and occupies the property as her/his primary resi®guce gg Until the

(¢) The tax abatement will remain in effect so long as the surviving spouse qgvns th
spouse conveys her/his fee interest in the subject residence. If the spous@ ly purchases

another residence in North Haven, and all qualifying criteria remaiggfhenNge tgf abatement shall
apply to the new residence. For any property that isinatrust,ac e {MIst agreement must
be provided to the Assessor for review. The terms of the trusjgmwec®gnighiust indicate that the
claimant must be considered to be the primary beneficiary offthe trugt W order to be eligible for
the abatement hereunder.

(d) Upon the death of any surviving spouse entitled to Wg releY pursuant to this section, the tax
relief hereunder shall immediately expire and te

(e) If any person who is entitled to a tax alffiteme reunder conveys her/his fee title in the
property with respect to which the tax aba reunder has been granted, the tax relief shall
be suspended as of the date of convgagnce ar™le nonqualifying grantee of such property shall
pay the Town the prorated share hereby due and owing. The Assessor shall be notified
by the applicant of the transfegwNgin 10gays of the property transfer date.

property is recorded gt
persons, be prorat re the fractional portion of such qualifying spouse, or, if such

iple ily or multiple use dwelling, such relief be prorated to reflect the
such property occupied by the qualifying spouse. A spouse desiring such
abatemenggha an application to the assessor requesting a determination as to whether
such algler rmitted.

() The property tax religf '} r in this section shall, in any case where title to real
N

)1 iving spouse remarries, the abatement shall immediately expire and terminate.

(h e Assessor shall prescribe such forms and procedures as may be necessary to implement
this section. The Assessor, in addition, shall take such steps necessary to satisfactorily establish
and verify the facts as to the qualifying surviving spouse’s interest in the property, by requesting
such documents as the Assessor deems necessary. Such documentation shall be required and
provided annually to maintain the tax abatement. Eligibility shall be determined by the Assessor
and/or his/her designee, and such determination shall be final.
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(i) No later than November 1st of each year, the surviving spouse shall complete and file with
the Assessor an application for the 100% abatement and attest annually that: they have not
remarried since the death of their police officer or firefighter spouse and

(j} This ordinance shall become effective on the fifteenth (15™) day after publication of the
Notice of Passage of the ordinance and shall be applicable to assessment years commencing on
or after October 1, 2022.
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